
 
 

                         Newsletter February 2019 
HAT CREEK RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB, INC. 
P. O. BOX 2076, BURNEY, CA. 96013 

 e-mail: President John Funk, jgrns@frontiernet.net 
 
 
 

HAT CREEK RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB,INC. 
President’s Message 

 
Greetings Fellow H.C.R.&P.C. Members 
  
It is my intent to communicate to you via the News Letter each month what projects, events, activities, and 
ideas are being discussed or taking place by your Board of Directors which, hopefully, will create a more 
informed membership.  The information I will be passing along comes directly from monthly board meetings, 
some of which will be under discussion or are works in progress.  I trust that by so doing you will feel more 
enlightened and therefore more closely connected with you club. 
  
As you are probably aware our street side range sign was vandalized on or about August of last year.   Some 
individual(s) felt it necessary to cut it down thus leaving no marker to identify the range and its location.  A 
new and much larger side (about 36” in diameter) has been made and will, in the near future, be hung on a 4” 
pipe filled with concrete and rebar.   It will stand about 18 feet high and be visible from Hwy. 299 East in both 
directions.  It will be planted on club property behind the existing fence line. 
  
Plans have been underway for some time for now for the H.C.R.&P.C. to be taken over by the Fall River 
Resource Conservation District once our lease with PG&E expires.  We are expecting that to occur some time 
in the latter part of 2020.  The process is, so far, on track and moving, albeit slow, smoothly.  With the R.D.C. 
acquisition of the range property, we will have much more flexibility as to how we use the property.  Under 
PG&E’s lease agreement we are very limited as to what range improvements we can make with includes some 
tree removal, berm creation and even reduction of the fire fuels that now exist. 
  
There is still great concern, as well as evidence, that some members and/or their guests are violating club 
rules and shooting VERY high powered ammunition on the range!  By that I’m referring to .50 and/or .416 
Barrett type rounds.   With few exceptions, .50 BMG rifles are illegal in CA.  They are prohibited by Penal Code 
section 30600, California’s law on assault weapons.  Like it or not, that’s the law. 
Circumstances in which you may legally possess a 50 caliber rifle in California include: 

• You hold a valid permit to possess an assault weapon specifically (not just a general concealed carry 
permit), 

• You lawfully possessed the rifle before it was made illegal (i.e., before January 1, 2005), 
• You are the executor or administrator of an estate that lawfully holds such firearms, 
• You engage in lawful target shooting and/or police-approved firearm exhibitions, or 
• You are a non-California resident traveling who is traveling to or from an organized competitive 

match or league competition that lawfully uses assault weapons. 



 
 

Simply possessing a .50 BMG rifles is a misdemeanor in California.  The penalty is a fine of up to $1,000 
and/or up to one year in county jail. 

We make this rule due to the VERY apparent damage that has been created on our metal targets.  Don’t mean 
to get preachy here, but people should know what is expected.  Any violation of will result in immediate 
expulsion from the club! 

As most are aware, there is still no news from Cal Fire concerning the Hat Fire cause and/or point of 
origin.  Cal Fire’s final determination  can take up to a year from the date of the fire.  We are monitoring that 
situation. 

PG&E decided some time ago that we were required to carry $4 million (rather than the $2 million we were 
carrying) of insurance.  Our present insurance company had no means of supplying us with an additional $2 
million policy.  After much searching and the eventual hiring of a consultant we were able to meet PG&E’s 
insurance requirement.  There will be some fine tuning on that issue at a later date. 

We are in the process of closely reading over the existing By Laws with the idea of bringing them up to date 
and making any additions and/or amendments where necessary.   For example, the board has agreed that 
adding the words to Article 111 – Membership, a. “Any Citizen of the United States, 18 years of age or 
older who may lawfully possess a firearm, may become a member...etc.., etc.”  This is one of perhaps a few 
more changes that need to be incorporated into the bylaws.  I encourage you to read the By Laws as well and 
if there is anything you feel needs attention, please bring it to my attention and I will bring it before the board. 

I have also suggested to the board that we consider accomplishing some long term projects.  Once under the 
“roof” of the RCD, I’d like to us demolishing the Small Bore Range “warming shack” and constructing a proper 
building even somewhat larger.  This would entail pouring a new slab floor, framed and insolated walls with 
sheet rock and paint.  All to code, of course.  We have one member, Tara Petti, who has graciously agreed to 
assist in the writing of grants for the club.  There are grants available thru the National Shooting Sports Assoc., 
the NRA and I’m sure other entities I’m not presently aware of.  Needless to say, if there are any of you who 
could assist with grant writing there are funds to be had  for range improvement projects.  Additionally, I’d like 
to see at some point even the prospect of a well, electrical power (generator), graveled RV pads (no water or 
power, still “dry” camping) and some other assorted long term projects.  All this will require much discussion, 
planning and involvement of the membership. 

The State Lever Action Match is still on tract for May 23, 24, 25, 26.  Mark you calendars if you are interested. 

And finally,  the board has formed a Safety Sub-Committee.  It’s purpose is to establish and oversee safety 
concerns at the range.  Presently we are addressing First Aid necessities and writing a protocol.  This is a work 
in progress.  As you are aware, or should be, there are First Aid kits at the Small Bore Range and at the Rifle 
Range.  

Well, that’s pretty much the important stuff.  As said, I will do my best to keep you up to date each month as 
to the progress of projects, ideas, and events.  Please contact me if there is anything of importance you wish 
the board to address.   

The very best for the New Year to all of you, 



 
 

John Funk 

President, Hat Creek Rifle & Pistol Club 

jgrns@frontiernet.net 

HAT CREEK RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB, INC. 
MINUTES FOR JANUARY 13, 2019 

GEPETTO'S PIZZA - 2:00PM 
Members Present: Ron Bartlett, John Funk, Carol Haberstich, Frank Ryan, Larry Rivard, Mike   
 Millington, Gerald Hayler, Tim Mort and David Tryon. 
Guests Present: Valarie Bartlett and Ruth Ryan 
Call Meeting To Order:  President John Funk at 1:50PM 
Secretaries and Treasurers Reports: 
  Both sent via e-mail to all board members 
  Motion by Larry Rivard at accept both, seconded by Frank.  Passed 
Correspondence: 
 1. Letter from Samuel Sedillo regarding Trout Unlimited for us to give a presentation   
 regarding public lands. Carol to write a letter saying no thank you.  
 2. Two letters from Steve Wopschall: 
  Frank Ryan to contact Steve and let him know that we have already addressed   
 his concerns. 
New Member Applications: 
 1, Greg Gilbert - Burney - Referred by Ron Edwards 
 2. Ryan Cash - Fall River Mills - Referred by David Cash 
 3. Lock Bingham - San Francisco - Referred by Mike Millington 
 4. John Megyeri - Shingletown - Referred by Shawn Sanborn 
 5. Howard Mc Cathern - Redding - No Referral 
 6. Aaron Mc Cathern - Redding - No Referral 
  Motion by Larry Rivard to accept all 6 and seconded by Frank - Passed 
Discipline Chairperson Reports: 
 Tim Mort - Silhouette - January 6th match cancelled due to inclement weather. January  13th 
match - Cowboy Smallbore Rifle   had 23 shooters and there were 6 Smallbore  Hunter's Pistol 
Silhouette shooters. 
Old Business: 
 1. Vegetation Control - John Called Clay and Clay said it would be done in time for spring  
 grass. 
 2. Progress on new Highway Sign: Tim has purchased the 4 inch pipe and the bracket is   
 being built. We will need to dig a 3 foot hole for the pipe. 
 3. Newsletter: Frank said the newsletter will be published on the web site beginning   
 with the February issue. 
 4. California State Lever Action Match: We are on the books with the CRPA and we are   
 working on t-shirts for this year. 
 5. RCD Meeting:  Mike Millington stated that the meeting of the Stewardship Council   
 will be held on January 23rd. A vote at that time for who will receive the acreage   
 of Hat  Creek Rifle & Pistol Club land. 
New Business: 
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 1. Shooting of targets with "ball" FMJ ammo.  Tim will redo the signs to say - No armor   
 piercing ammo to be used on this property. 
 2. Possible By-Law changes to membership:  All board members to bring their changes   
 to the February meeting for discussion. 
 3. Gravel to fill pot holes in the road:  
  Motion by Ron Bartlett that we purchase 7 yards of road base to fill the holes.   
 Seconded by David Tryon. 
 4. CCW qualification assistance:  Tabled until February meeting 
 5. Long-Term upgrading of HCRP Club property:  Tabled until February  meeting. 
Any Other New Business: 
 1. NEW NRA classification and scoring rules: Tim is going to send NRA his spread sheet in  
 lieu of copying all the class books.  
 2. John is going to pick up the PH lead testing equipment and the club scrap books from   
 Jesse Simmons. 
Adjournment:  Motion by Frank to adjourn at 4:05PM seconded by Larry Rivard.  Passed. 
Respectively submitted: by Carol Haberstich, Secretary 
 

HAT CREEK RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB, INC. 
MINUTES FOR SAFETY SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING 

SUNDAY JANUARY 13, 2019 
GEPETTO'S - 1:00PM 

Members Present: Frank Ryan, Carol Haberstich, John Funk, Tim Mort, Mike Millington, Gerald   
  Hayler. 
Guests Present:  Ruth Ryan 
Call Meeting To Order:  President John Funk at 1:05PM 
Unfinished Business: 
 1. Red Flag Day Signs:  
  Tim Will have 5 metal signs made without a phone Number. One on front gate   
  and one at each range. 
 2. Kiosk Progress: 
  John is pre  constructing everything possible. It will be spring before we can pour  
 concrete  but should have the kiosk finished by May.  
 3. Moving the Cowboy Range - No action 
 4. Trauma Protocol:   
  Lockton/Affinity does not quote protocol because it depends on each State's   
 rules. CRPA referred me to Lee Smith.  Carol Has a call into Cal OSHA for their   
 protocol.  Information tabled until next month awaiting Cal OSHA information. 
New Business: 
 1. Water back packs in the storage container have holes and won't hold water. We will   
 discard them.  
 2. Instructional sign for the water trailer. On hold for now. 
 3. Tim will order 6 metal signs for the range regarding the waivers that need to be   
 signed by non-members. One on the front gate and one at each shooting range   
 and one at the kiosk.  
 4. New Prop.65 signs need to be made and posted at each range. 
Next Safety meeting:  February 12, 2019 at 11:30 - Round Table Pizza - Redding. 
Adjournment:  1:50PM 
Respectively submitted:  Carol Haberstich, Secretary 



 
 
 

CCW RENEWAL SHOOTING REQUIREMENT 
 
As most of you know there is now a shooting requirement with a required score of 80% of 20 shots in the 9 ring of a man size 
target. The shooting requirement is a State requirement. The 80% score is the decision of the Shasta County Sheriff. One 
member of HCR&PC Inc. took exception to the score thinking it is too high. He wrote a brief, polite and courteous letter which 
is displayed below as an example of the correct way to write the Sheriff if you care too. The HCR&PC Inc. has not taken a 
position on the Sheriff’s requirement. If you decide to write a similar letter, please do not indicate that you are representing 
the Club. 
 

To: sheriff@co.shasta.ca.us <sheriff@co.shasta.ca.us> 
Sent: Monday, December 31, 2018, 9:38:22 AM PST 
Subject: New Firearms Qualification Course of fire 
 
Sir, I would like to comment on your required shooting for renewal of CCW. 
 
If the State is requiring a demonstration of safe handling of weapon, then having what amounts to an 
action pistol competition stage is excessive and for some, expensive ( 20 rounds times possibly 5 
weapons is 100 rounds minimum). I know that my wife can handle her weapon on her CCW safely 
and effectively but she would be hard pressed to shoot your required "score" for a renewal. 
 
The reality is that people choose to safely carry concealed for self protection and not to be able to 
shoot a competitive score.  
 
As this requirement would impose an unreasonable burden on CCW holders, I would urge you to 
modify your requirements to demonstrate safe handling and not competitive scoring. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Signed 
 

January 13, 2019 Smallbore Hunter's    

Pistol Silhouette  (6 shooters) 

Metallic Sights  

Match Winner Ken Nachman 19/40 

A 1st Tim Mort 14/40 

A 2nd Doug Gray 6/40 

A 3rd Jerry Cloud 3/40 

B 1st Mica Hebert 3/40 

B 2nd Tom Carrico 3/40 

   

January 13, 2019 Smallbore Cowboy   

 Rifle Silhouette  (23 shooters) 

Match Winner Gerald Hayler 37/40 

Master 1st Michael Eby 30/40 

Master 2nd Tim Mort 28/40 

AAA 1st Melanie Cogle 31/40 

AAA 2nd Jerry Cloud 31/40 

AAA 3rd Nick Kroencke 30/40 

AAA 4th Mica Hebert 29/40 

AAA 5th Ken Nachman 28/40 

AAA 6th Ray Tickner 28/40 

AAA 7th Carol Haberstich 25/40 

AAA 8th Mike Millington 24/40 

AAA 9th Larry Rivard 22/40 

AA 1st  Edwin Kopping 28/40 

AA 2nd John Funk 28/40 

AA 3rd Rod Evans 27/40 
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AA 4th Doug Gray 24/40 

AA 5th Ron Balint  21/40 

AA 6th Mary Ragland 18/40 

A 1st Chuck Laflamme 24/40 

 (second leg up to AA Class) 

A 2nd Dave Cash 22/40 

 (first leg up to AA Class) 

A 3rd Gene Nuckols 21/40 

A 4th Tom Carrico 17/40 

A 5th Marc Meyer 17/40 

 
 
 
Brake drums placed along the silhouette target lines.  They are not targets, but are intended to protect 
spray paint cans from being punctured during silhouette matches. 
 
Tim Mort has target paint, $5 per can, pay Tim directly, this is not Club paint.  
 
     Those silhouette shooters participating in the NRA Grand Slam program are reminded they must record  
in their book the date a ten-in-a-row was accomplished.  There is a page for this at the back of the score book.  These 
dates should be transferred from your last year’s book.   If you are unsure of the abbreviations or where to write the date, 
contact Tim Mort at any silhouette match.  It is up to you to keep these records from year to year.  The club does not keep 
your NRA Grand Slam records.  
 

 

                                                                                     

 
 

Schedule of Events     2019 
 
January: 
19th Saturday 
20th Sunday     Burney 4H Rifle Project, 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.    LE  

NFI CCW Class 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. information contact Mike Moffat (530)510-4456    PR    
26th Saturday 
27th Sunday 
 
February: 
2nd  Saturday 
3rd   Sunday    NRA Lever Action Pistol Cartridge & Hunter’s Pistol Silhouette- 9:00 a.m. PR 
                       Burney 4H Rifle Project  12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.    LE 
                       NRA Lever Action Centerfire Rifle Silhouette- 1:30 p.m.  RR 
9th Saturday  
10th Sunday    NRA Smallbore Cowboy Rifle & Smallbore Hunter’s Pistol Silhouette- 9:00 a.m.  PR  
12th  Tuesday  Board Meeting at Round Table Pizza on Eureka Way in Redding - 12:00 noon 
16th Saturday 
17th Sunday     
23rd Saturday   
24th Sunday     NFI CCW Class 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. information contact Mike Moffat (530)510-4456    PR 



 
 

 
March: 
2nd Saturday     
3rd  Sunday     NRA Lever Action Pistol Cartridge & Hunter’s Pistol Silhouette- 9:00 a.m.  PR 
                       NRA Lever Action Centerfire Rifle Silhouette- 1:30 p.m.  RR  
9th Saturday  
10th Sunday    NRA Smallbore Cowboy Rifle & Smallbore Hunter’s Pistol Silhouette- 9:00 a.m.  PR 
            Burney 4H Rifle Project  12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.    LE 
                       Board Meeting, Gepetto’s Pizza in Burney 2:00 p.m. 
16th Saturday  
17th Sunday    ARA (American Rimfire Association) Bench Rest- 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  LE 
March: 
17th Sunday    NFI CCW Class 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. information contact Mike Moffat (530)510-4456    PR  
23rd Saturday   
24th Sunday 
30th Saturday Range Clean-up Work Party- 9:00 a.m. Everyone come help! (cancel if inclement 
weather) 
31st Sunday      

 

  
   ATTENTION  SILHOUETTE SHOOTERS                

 
 

 
Because the Hat Creek Rifle & Pistol Club’s annual meeting and awards banquet is held in November, the 
club’s 2019 shooting year for awards purposes starts October 1, 2018 and will end September 30, 2019. 
 
To qualify for the shooting awards program, a shooter must compete in at least half of the 
matches held for that particular discipline.  Scores are calculated in each discipline by the percentage 
of hits per total shots taken.  All shooters who attend at least half of a discipline’s matches will qualify for 
an award regardless of how well they shoot.  The only exception will be the Muzzleloader events.  Since 
there are only two matches for this discipline, no awards will be offered this year.  Should any events be 
cancelled for any reason, qualification requirements are adjusted accordingly. 
 
DISCIPLINE                            TOTAL # OF MATCHES          # NEEDED TO QUALIFY 
                
Black Powder Cartridge (NRA)…………   6  ……………….………………… 3 
Lever Action Centerfire Rifle  (NRA)…... 12 ……………….………………… 6 
Lever Action Pistol Cartridge (NRA)....... 12  ………………….……………..  6 
 High Power Rifle (NRA)………………..    5  …….………….….….………… 3 
Hunter’s Pistol (NRA) ………………….   12  ………………………………… 6 
Smallbore Hunter’s Pistol (NRA)….….    12  ………………………………… 6 
Smallbore Rifle (NRA)  ………………...    6  ……………….………….…..…  3 
Smallbore Cowboy Rifle (NRA)  .….….   12  …………….………..…………   6 
SB Long Range (not sanctioned)…..….   4  .…………….…………..………   2 
Vintage Military Sniper (not sanctioned)   5 …….……………..…...………..    3 
 



 
 

If you have questions contact: Tim Mort (530) 243-7581  email timmort@charter.net 

 

 
     The SASS score are posted on their web site: www.shastaregulators.net  
  
You do not need to be a member of the Hat Creek Club to shoot in any of the above events. Matches are open to 

everyone wishing to participate. Regular match fees are $5.00 for club members. Non-club members pay $10.00 

for the first match of the day and then $5.00 for each match thereafter that day. Any first time competitive 

shooter will shoot his first match free. (Note: ARA match fees are $12.00 for club members and $17.00 for 

non-members and $3.00 for juniors.) Fee is reduced if shooter does not want targets reported to ARA. 

The High Power Rifle range is always closed during the SASS Cowboy Action matches for safety reasons.J 

Juniors, under age 21, always shoot free at Hat Creek Rifle and Pistol Club, Inc. 

 
Hat Creek Rifle & Pistol Club Board Members 
President .......................................John Funk - President jgrns@frontiernet.net  

Vice-President .............................. Frank Ryan –f.ryan@charter.net 

Secretary/Treasurer...................... Carol Haberstich- topgunhcrpclub@gmail.com 

Executive Officer............. ............. Gerald Hayler  

Range Master................................ Larry Rivard- lawrencerivard@yahoo.com 

Grounds Keeper.............................Ron Bartlett   530-335-4307 rbartlett4307@gmail.com 

Webmaster .................................... 

Newsletter Editor..........................Frank Ryan – f.ryan@charter.net  

 

NRA Certified Instructors/Range Safety Officers 

Rifle:  Lowell Fletcher, Neil Ross, and David Thompson, Will Leslie 

Pistol:  Lowell Fletcher, Neil Ross, John Funk, Richard Marchand, David Thompson 

Shotgun:  Lowell Fletcher, Neil Ross, David Thompson, Will Leslie 

Personal Protection:  Lowell Fletcher, John Funk, Richard Marchand, 

        David Thompson 

NRA Certified Range Safety Officers:  Neil Ross, Steve Bowling, Gerald Hayler, 

Richard Marchand, John Funk, David Thompson Minta Lesie Will Lesie 

NRA Certified Chief Range Safety Officer: Lowell Fletcher, David Thompson 

BSA Range Master: Will Leslie 

BSA Shooting Sports Director: Will Leslie 

 Discipline Chairpersons 

 Contact the following people for more specific information regarding a discipline: 
 

Black Powder Cartridge Rifle Information: 

Dave Swenson (530) 547-4853  dswen@frontiernet.net 
 

.22 Long Range Rifle Match Information: 

Dave Swenson (530) 547-4853  dswen@frontiernet.net 
 

Pistol Silhouette Information: 

Tim Mort (530) 243-7581 timmort@charter.net 
 

 

Rifle Silhouette Information: 

Tim Mort (530) 243-7581 timmort@charter.net 
 

SASS Cowboy Action Information: 

Will Leslie (530) 365-1839  modocsass13826@sbcglobal.net 
 

Youth Activities Information: 

Will Leslie (530) 365-1839  modocsass13826@sbcglobal.net 
 

Vintage Military Sniper Match Information: 

http://www.shastaregulators.net/
mailto:president@hcrpclub.org
mailto:topgunhcrpclub@gmail.com


 
 
Dave Swenson (530) 547-4853   dswen@frontiernet.net 

 

NRA Smallbore Rifle Information: 

Larry Rivard (209) 604-6828 

 

Muzzleloader Information: 

Tim Mort (530) 243-7581 timmort@charter.net 
 

.22 American Rimfire Association Benchrest Information  Dewight Oilar (530)-365-0985, doilar@me.com 

 

 

 

 

 m
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